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Chairman of Elders:
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HAPPY CHRISTMAS

Greenacre

a Church anyone can come to

VILLAWOOD HOUSE:

As many of you know, the Church has applied
through the Dept of Housing for a house in
= [ Villawood to run Food Support, tutoring, cell

Senior Pastor: Bankstown CareWorks:

—jgroup gatherings, and other ministry Craig Farmer David Wenham Director With the festive season drawing near and the end of year rapidly

activities. After months of negotiations with H: 9755-9689 H: 9543-8158 Bill Peet approaching, we would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a

| i and D f Housi h Mobile: 0422-418-475 email H: 9671-3929 safe and Happy Christmas. May the blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ
— council - an ept o ousing over _t e email: craig@gcc.org.au davidw@mtntop.com.au Mobile: 0425-206-245 ppy Lhr - Vay gs ot

: development approval to run these activities, email: and the true meaning of Christmas be truly evident as we celebrate

Children’s Ministry:

Discipleship Pastor: willempeet@optusnet.com.au together with family and friends.

~ we expect to receive the keys in the next week
or two. There will be opportunity to support the setup of this ministry. We are
planning a “house warming”, and will be asking people to support by
donating various items that are required to setup the house. Stay tuned for
more information over the next few weeks, an opportunity will be given to
visit so we can celebrate and pray for the start of this new chapter of ministry
in Villawood. God is doing great things.

THE BEGINNINGS OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST (Part 3)
(Article By D. Nutt)

Restoration Movement in Australia

The Restoration Movement came to Australia from New Zealand. Thomas
Magarey, dissatisfied with the rigidity of the teaching of the Scotch Baptists,
came to Adelaide in 1845 and gathered a small group of believers into the
first Church of Christ in Australia. They met in a small stone building in
Adelaide.

It is interesting that the origins of the Restoration Movement in Australia, like
those in Great Britain and America, were largely influenced by the Scotch
Baptists. This probably accounts for many features, both in outlook and ways
of worship, among Australian Churches of Christ.

The Restoration Movement did not reach Sydney until 1852, in the person of
Albert Griffin. Brought up a Wesleyan, he was influenced by his brother who
had become a member of the Church of Christ in St. Pancras Road, London.
The first church was established in his home on the corner of Pitt and
Goulburn Streets Sydney.

The church was planted in Victoria, at about the same time as in Sydney, by
some among the thousands who poured into Victoria in the “gold rushes” who
were members of Churches of Christ in Britain. The Restoration Movement
arrived in Hobart in 1871, Brisbane in 1882 and Perth in 1892.

Initial planting of the Restoration Movement in Australia was largely due to
British influences. James Walllis, the editor of the British Millennial Harbinger,
was the mentor of these early pioneers, and the background influences of the
original churches in South Australia, New South Wales and Victoria were
essentially British.
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YOUR GIVING

You can give your tithes and offerings in a multitude of ways.

Eftpos - See James Hogan, who can process your giving for the week, or for

a special gift.
Credit Card - Fill out your details on the form found in the Welcome pack.
Direct Debit - Organise through your bank (see bank details below) .

Net banking - Key the Bank details directly into net banking (see details

below).
Church Bank Details CHURCH WEEKLY OFFERING

Church of Christ working :
account Date Actual Budget [ Difference
BANK: Commonwealth 01/11/2009 | $6050.42 | $7243.00 |$1192.581
ACC?)SUBN"‘I!?\I: 06%-;01211 _— 08/11/2009 | $6197.39 | $7243.00 [$1045.61!

o:
ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION: 16/11/2009 | $5026.28 | $7243.00 |$2216.721
service you attend)

CHRISTMAS: GOD’S GRACE AT

WORK
by Rick Warren

God saved you by his grace when you
believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is
a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for
the good things we have done, so none of us
can boast about it. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NLT)

God says, “I will give you my grace.” What is
grace? That's when God gives you what you
need, not what you deserve. Grace is when
God says, “I'm going to take your problem and
make it my problem.” Grace is God’s Riches given to you At Christ’s
Expense.

The Bible says: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith —
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that
no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV). In other words, you can’t earn
your way to heaven. You can’t work your way in. It’s just a gift.

Did you know that’'s why we give gifts at Christmas? Because that’s
when God gave the gift of his Son to you — by grace.
We give gifts because God gave us the greatest gift
at Christmas.

For three years | was a lifeguard. And every lifeguard
knows you can’t save someone as long as they are
trying to save themselves. If somebody is drowning
and flailing around in panic, a lifeguard knows to just
stay back for a few seconds and wait until they give
up. Because if you try to save them while they’re trying to save
themselves, they will pull you under too.

When they finally give up, they relax, you put your arm around them and
just swim back to shore. It’s really quite easy.

God wants to save you. Jesus Christ wants to save you from your hurts,
your habits, and your hang-ups. He wants to save you for his purpose
and by his grace. But you’ve got to quit trying to do it yourself. You've
got to relax. You need to let go and let God be God.
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Four Keys to Answered Prayer

"Then [Nehemiah] said, 'O Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome
God who keeps his covenant of unfailing love with those who love him and
obey his commands, listen to my prayer! . . . | confess that we have sinned
against you . . . Please remember what you told your servant Moses: If you
are unfaithful to me, | will scatter you among the nations. But if you return to
me and obey my commands and live by them, then even if you are exiled to
the ends of the earth, | will bring you back to the place | have chosen for my
name to be honoured . . . Please grant me success today by making the
king favourable to me. Put it into his heart to be kind to me™ (Nehemiah
1:5-11 NLT).

Here are four keys to answered prayer from the life of Nehemiah:

Base your request on God's character--Pray like you know God will an-
swer you: "I'm expecting You to answer this prayer because of Who You
are. You are a faithful God. You are a great God. You are a loving God.
You are a wonderful God. You can handle this problem, God!"

Confess the sins of which you're aware--After Nehemiah based his
prayer on who God is, he confessed his sins. He says, "We've sinned." He
says "l confess . . . myself . . . my father's house . . . we have acted wick-
edly . . . we have not obeyed." It wasn't Nehemiah's fault that Israel went
into captivity. He wasn't even born when it happened and he was most
likely born in captivity. Yet, he's including himself in the national sins. He
says, "l've been a part of the problem."

Claim the promises of God--Nehemiah prays to the Lord, saying, "l want
You to remember what You told your servant Moses." Can you imagine
saying "remember" to God? Nehemiah reminds God of a promise He made
to the nation of Israel. In effect, he prays, "God, you warned through Moses
that if we were unfaithful, we would lose the land of Israel. But you also
promised that if we repent, You'd give it back to us.”

Does God have to be reminded? No. Does He forget what He's promised?
No. Then why do we do this? Because it helps us remember what God has
promised and builds our faith.

Be very specific in what you ask for--If you want specific answers to
prayer, then make specific requests. If your prayers consist of general re-
quests, how will you know if they're answered?

Nehemiah is not hesitant to pray for success. He's very bold in his praying.
Have you ever prayed, "Lord, make me successful?" If you haven't, why
haven't you? What is the alternative? A failure?

Is it OK to ask God to make you successful? It all depends on your defini-
tion of success! | believe a good definition of success is--"Fulfiling God’s
purpose for my life in faith, love, and the power of the Holy Spirit, and ex-
pecting the results from God." That is a worthy life objective that you should
be able to pray for with confidence.

Consider this—If you can't ask God to make you a success at what you're
doing, you should be doing something else. God doesn't want you to waste
your life.

COMING EVENTS...

Sunday 29th November - IGNITE service putting Christmas hampers together
and praying for families

Sunday 6th December - Combined service, 10am at 122 Waterloo Rd
Saturday 12th-19th— Opening of Life @ Leanne’s Villawood

Sunday 13th December - Family Service 10am at 122 Waterloo Rd
Sunday 20th December - IGNITE service

Tuesday 22nd December- Christmas Festival @ Greenacre

Friday 25th December - CHRISTMAS DAY service 9:00am at the church
Sunday 27th December - 10am service, no IGNITE service

Summerfest starting 3rd January

CHRISTMAS -
FESTIVAL

22nd Pegecgmber, -4 p.m.

Life @ Leann’s opening is 12th to 19th N j
December. See Debbie Lebbos for
more information

Preloved Clothing

Thanks for all those

who have volunteered to help — setting

up, pulling down, running games/

activities at the Festival, cooking food,

e== \velcoming, praying etc. If you haven’t
=== volunteered yet, come along on Tuesday
.. 8™ and volunteer.

' Enquiries: Ring Bruce on 97901459 or

pastor@bankybaps.org.au

"Saturday 12 December 2009
3.00pm - 9.30pm

Paul Keating Park, Bankstown

Volunteers: special briefing and team building meeting Tuesday 8/12/09 in
Bankstown Baptist Church Hall cnr Stanley and Leonard Streets, Bankstown.
7 pm Coffee and Desserts.

7.30 -9.30 Briefing, training and team building.
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01Min-Woo Song
01 Grace Janssen
02 Ken Martin

02 Olivia Berthelsen
02 TaraPower

10 Jacob Tarasenko
10 Sandii Hoschke
11 MatthewPower

11 lizabethEichorn
15 CourtneyHolder

21 Myoung Soo Park
23 Jack Murphy
23 Thomas Cameron

04 LizHaken 17 MarilynBarker 24 Jordan Farmer
06 Joumana Habib 17 HaydenBrack 24 Samuel Nutt
07 Alasdair MacDougall 18 GabrielleMillar 27 Walter DeWildt

18 LeeRout

18 BronwynDunn

18 CatherinePower (Jr)
19 Samantha Lowe

29 Coralie Rothwell
30 Bailey Power

31 Hayden Campbell
31 David Eichorn

07 William MacDougall
07 Fortini Michelle

08 EdricChang

08 Rebekah Lebbos

WEEKLY SERVICES TIMES

English Sunday 10.00am Greenacre
Korean Sunday 11.00am Strathfield
Arabic Sunday 4.00pm Greenacre
Ignite Sunday 6.30pm Greenacre
Wellspring Café Sunday 10.00am Menai

LIFE CELL GROUPS

Our LIFE Cell groups come together to support and encourage each other,
and to find and exercise their ministry in the community. If you would like to
join a Cell group please see your Pastor, or ring the church office on
9750-8830 so we can connect you with the right Cell group.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

Ripples for Kids -  Sunday 10.00am at Menai Primary school

Good News Club - Greenacre Fridays 5.00pm — 7.30pm

Good News Club - Villawood Mondays 5.00pm — 7.30pm

Children’s Church - Greenacre 9:50am every Sunday (except school holidays)

YOUTH PROGRAMS

Youth Cells
Sunday morning 10.30am
Regenerate Friday 7.30pm — 9.30pm during school terms

OTHER WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Tuesday Prayer Group at Greenacre 10.00am

Tuesday Exercise at the Crest 6.00am

Tuesday Korean prayer meeting Greenacre 7.30, 1st Tuesday of each month
Thursday Exercise at the Crest 6.00am

Sunday Prayer Group at Greenacre 9.30am & 6.00pm
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